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4-H
NEWSLETTER
CUSTER COUNTY 4-H GROWS HERE

Happy Birthday!
December 4 Piper Cunningham
December 13 Keller Johnson

Enroll
Today
See the Tip Sheet located
below for guidance in using
the new 4-H online system.
Contact the ofice for more
direct help.

Covid Update
Dear Custer County 4-H members, Cloverbuds, and Parents,
The increased incidence of COVID in our community and neighboring counties has created
much confusion. At present, CSU has given us guidance to follow our county health
guidelines to best prevent the spread of COVID 19. Recently, I talked with Dr. Brown, our
local Public Health Director, and his guidance is to wear KN95 masks during inside meetings,
follow social distancing guidelines, and wash your hands. For outside activities, we will be
able to meet without masks but following social distancing and hand washing guidance.
During the upcoming 4-H year we will follow these guidelines to assure that all our 4-H
members are safely protected, and I want to encourage you to comply with the guidance
given by Dr. Brown at in person events. Our club leaders, project leaders, and events will
work to create the best environments we can with respect to COVID. Our 4-H year may look
a bit different, but we will do our best to provide the safest and most fun 4H year yet.
Please let me or your club and project leaders know if there are ideas you have on the best
ways to run our activities considering these guidelines.
The Custer County Public Health Office is providing the KN95 masks to all residents of
Custer County at no charge. You can contact them at (719) 783-3369 to schedule a pick up
for these masks. If you are not a resident of Custer County but still would like to have a mask
for yourself or your family please contact the Extension Office and we will see how we can
help.
Thank you,
Extension Office

Office Update
It doesn't seem very long ago that I was writing a brief introduction about myself as I had
accepted the Office Manager position. And now, I am sad to say that my time with Extension
has come to a close. My husband and I are so excited to be welcoming our first child this
December and we feel it is best for me to be at home from here on.
It has been a pleasure to get to know and serve the 4-H community. I wish the best for you all
as you go into another year!
Rachel Selden

"

A little note for
holiday cheer

Dear Editor: I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no santa claus.
Papa says, 'if you see it in the sun it's so.'
Please tell me the truth; is there a santa claus?

VIRGINIA O’HANLON.
115 WEST NINETY-FIFTH STREET.
VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they
be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an
ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus. It
would be as dreary as if there were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike faith
then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no
enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might get
your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most
real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever
see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.
You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a
veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all this world there is
nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from
now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make
glad the heart of childhood.

